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Vision...to be #1 in the eyes of our 
employees & our customers. 

DRILLING TIMES 
is published quarterly. 

Send information, articles or requests to be 
placed on our mailing list to: 

ANDERSON DRILLING 

c/o Jan Millikan 

10303 Channel Road 

Lakeside, CA  92040 

took over the business and Ralph eventually 

retired in 1976. 

 

Ralph became a charter and life member of 

the Lakeside Historical Society in 1985. He 

purchased and helped restore buildings for 

the Historical Societyôs museum in Lindo 

Lake Park. He also did restoration work on 

the 1896 Olde Community Church, home 

currently to the Historical Society. 

As a younger man Ralph ñhoboedò across 

the USA at least twice. In 1935 he was hired 

by the Ford Motor Company to drive 

vehicles across country to be shown at the 

Worlds Fair in San Diego. After one such 

trip, he had the honor of actually being able 

to shake hands with President Roosevelt.  

During the Great Depression he worked 

with the government W.P.A. program and 

helped drive the pile for the foundation of 

the San Diego County Administration 

Building at 1600 Pacific Highway. 

1969: Sons Stan and Rex took over the 

family business. 

1984: Ralph and Shirley celebrated 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

1994: Ralph received the ñCitizen Of 

The Yearò award from the 

Lakeside Chamber of Commerce. 

1996: When Ralph was 83 years old he 

received the ñAward Of Honorò by 

the Congress of History. 

2000: His wife of 66 years passed away 

at age 86. 

Ralph is survived by sons Rex (Julie) and 

Stanley (Colleen), daughter Robin (Russell), 

brother William (Pam), 22 Grandchildren, 

46 Great Grandchildren, a Great Great 

Grandchild, and many nieces and nephews. 
 

It is with great sorrow that we say goodbye to 

our founder Ralph Anderson. He is 

responsible for laying the foundation of a 

strong work ethic in all those that he came in 

contact with. He will be missed. 

    ð Dan  

The Passing of our Founder 
 

As many of you may have already heard, this 

past month we lost the founder of Anderson 

Drilling, Ralph Eugene Anderson. I would like 

to dedicate this monthôs issue of The Drilling 

Times to the memory and legacy of Mr. Ralph 

Anderson. For those of us who have been 

around here for a long time, we already have 

plenty of fond memories of Ralph and his 

almost daily visits to the yard and office. For 

those who never had a chance to meet this 

very unique man, I would like to share some 

of the highlights of Mr. Andersonôs personal 

and professional life that were shared at his 

memorial service on March 30, 2008. 

 

Long time Lakeside resident Ralph 

Anderson, born January 22, 1913, passed 

away March 4, 2008 in Spooner, Wisconsin. 

He lived near his daughter Robin, and her 

husband. Ralph was born in San Pedro, New 

Mexico and had 11 siblings. His younger 

brother Bill, who lives in Oregon, is the last 

surviving brother. 

 

R.E. Anderson Water Well and Pump 

Company was started in 1945 in Point Loma. 

The company phone was a 15 person party 

line, and his wife Shirley ran the office. He 

and his brother hand dug wells using 

dynamite and by lowering a bucket to remove 

the dirt and rocks. He later bought out his 

brother. In 1949 Ralph bought his first earth

-boring auger and his work got a little easier. 

Over the years he drilled wells all over 

Blossom Valley and El Cajon where there 

were only vineyards and barley fields. Over 

the years he bought bigger and better 

equipment. 

 

The company changed names to R.E. 

Anderson, Inc. a General Engineering 

Contractor. Sons Stan and Rex joined forces 

with their dad to run the business. They later  
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San Diego Region 

Author: Eileen Egan, Project Manager 

 

Project Name: Soledad Mountain Road Landslide 

Location: Soledad Mountain Road and Desert View Drive La Jolla, CA 

General Contractor: Hazard Construction  

Contract Value: +$161,000.00  

 

On Wednesday, October 3, 2007 at 8:57 AM, a landslide occurred on the  

5700 block of Soledad Mountain Road.  The hillside collapse took out approx. 

200 ft of Soledad Mountain Road including power lines, gas mains, water and sewer lines. Initially, 111 homes were 

evacuated, 2 houses were destroyed, 9 were red-tagged, 8 were yellow tagged and 44 were temporarily yellow tagged, 

until the utilities are fixed.  

 

Anderson Drilling rushed on-site the day the landslide occurred offering emergency assistance to City representatives to 

stabilize the site from further damage.  We participated in the initial geotechnical investigation along-side our friends at 

Pacific Drilling excavating several 30ò diameter shafts so geologists could identify the limits of the slide and determine 

the appropriate repair solution.    

 

Hazard Construction chose Anderson Drilling to construct (37) shear pins along the headscarp of the slide.  The 42ò ï 

48ò diameter x 50 ft deep shafts were excavated using our Watson 2000 and 3000 drill rigs.  This phase is intended to 

preserve the properties behind the slide from further movement.   Additional phases of shear pin installation are planned 

for the area to complete the repairs.  
 
The AD TEAM  included: Project ManagerïJim Forcier; General Superintendent-Charlee Bixby; Operators-Curtis Smith 

and Armando Amador; Oilers-Miguel Castro, Bryan Jobe, Curtis Crossland, and Justin Lemieux; Laborers-Mike Teskee, 

and Greg Oman.   

 

Los Angeles Region 
Author: Chuck Danache ï Sr. Project Manager 

 

Project Name: Avenue 19 Bridges - Replacement 

Location: Los Angeles, CA 

General Contractor: TT Polich/Steve P Rados JV Anaheim, Ca 

Contract Value: + $1,000,000.00 

 

The Avenue 19 Bridge Replacement project is located near Dodger Stadium, 

 immediately south of the 110 Freeway, on the north banks of the Los  

Angeles River.  The original steel grate bridge structures that span the Arroyo Seco were constructed circa 1940.  As you 

can imagine the area has become somewhat congested since the original bridge construction.  Some of our challenges 

included: active rail lines located within 5-feet,   260-KV overhead lines along the southerly CIDH pile locations, a ñtent 

cityò located under the bridge, complete with television hook up and make shift kitchen facilities (we actually witnessed 

chicken soup cooking under the bridges) not to mention assorted large rodents, snakes, poison ivy and a bee hive! 

 

The project consisted of two bridge structures, each bridge constructed in two separate phases that included (8 ea.) 72ò 

diameter x 50ô deep CIDH piles.  The subsurface consisted of a mixture of silty sand, gravel, and occasional cobbles 

overlying hard sandstone and a high groundwater condition. The drilling was accomplished utilizing our track mounted 

Watson 3000 and our SoilMec 622.  Just to make things interesting during Phase 1, we encountered hydrocarbon 

contamination and extremely hard sandstone.  The City of Los Angeles compensated us for these changed conditions 

with a change order. 
 
The AD TEAM  included: Sr. Project ManagerïChuck Danache; General Superintendent-Patrick Anderson; Operators-

Jose Martinez, Kish Ramirez, Francisco Wences, Jarred Aguirre, Tim White, Mike Medina; Laborers- Gus & Fabian 

Sandoval, Cesar Hernandez, Raul Esquivel, Wilfred Carias, Mark Fultz, Jose Cendejas. 
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Rocky Mountain Region 

Authors: Mike Waldren, District Manager & Ira Long, Project Manager 

 

PROJECT NAME: Mountain Home Wind Farm 

LOCATION: Mountain Home Idaho 

OWNER: JOHN DEERE 

CONTRACTOR: Builder Construction Services, Inc. 

Contract Value: +$650,000.00 

 

The Mountain Home Wind Farm project, located about 60 miles south of Boise  

Idaho, included deep foundations for (20) towers that support V82 wind turbines, rated at 1.65 megawatts each.  Each 

tower stands approximately 260 ft. tall from base to hub.   

 

The owner of the project is John Deere, yes the same John Deere that makes the green tractors and construction 

equipment. Drilling on this project was not our typical large (15 ï 16 ft) diameter shaft previously used for turbine 

foundation support.  This project called for a new design that included the excavation of (20) 6ò diameters holes to about 

45 ft. in depth to support each tower.  A 2.5ò diameter rod anchor was installed and grouted in place in the boreholes. 

Once installed, the anchors were stressed to 435,000 pounds of tension.    

 

During the first four weeks, our crew had to endure some of the most extreme weather changes including below zero 

temperatures (not including the wind chill), horizontal snow and warming temperatures that melted the snow creating 

very muddy, sloppy conditions. The difficult conditions necessitated an accelerated schedule.  We reached out to our 

Keller brethren at Hayward Baker (Western Region) to assist with another multi-purpose drill unit and 2 man crew to 

help us complete this  project.  

 

The AD TEAM  included: Project Manager-Ira Long; Superintendentï Mark Foos, Paul Keefer; Foreman-Josh 

Vockrodt ; Pinch Hitter-Tom ñTonkaò Dillavou; Operators- Joe Lewis, Brad Gilliland, Armando Garcia; Laborer-Scott 

Oman. Hayward Baker Crew included: Randall and Dan 

 

Southwest Region 

Author: John Yusunas, District Manager 

 

PROJECT NAME: SILVERTON CASINO 

LOCATION: LAS VEGAS, NV 

CONTRACTOR: THE WHITING TURNER GROUP 

CONTRACT VALUE: +$81,000.00 

 

The Silverton Casino intended to expand the Seasons Buffet.  The scope of our 

work included a combination solution of unique underpinning and shoring at a portion of the existing structure to be 

expanded.   

 

Southwest Region PM, Derrick Peyton was contacted by Whiting Turner in January.  Derrick participated in several 

meetings between the owner, Commerce Construction (CM), Whiting Turner and our engineering department to discuss 

our unique approach and proposal to support and shore the existing building.  A big part of ñsellingò our solution to the 

owner came when we pulled a Watson 2000 truck and crew from LA and did a quick test drill of site conditions.  

 

Clark County approved our designs on March 10th and we mobilized a Watson 2500 crawler to begin the work that same 

day.  As often ñstuff happensò and Bill Poston found us a needed certified welder on very short notice.  Moki and his 

crew completed the job in three days!  

 

The AD TEAM  included: General Superintendent-Bill Poston; Foreman: Moki Markus; Operators: Walt Nalty, Brent 

Scarbrough, Todd Allen, Mark Feller, Greg Perry, Curtis Embry.  A special thanks to the staff at Whiting Turner and 

Project Manager Allan Gladstone on this project. From pre construction on, they were an awesome partner to work for. 

 


